
Opportunities for children to build a deep sense of number should 

be embedded throughout the indoor and outdoor learning 

environment 

 

 Counting in twos 

 

 Nature provides lots of                            

opportunities 

 

 

 

 

 

Think of alternatives to 

laminated resources 

 

 

Create awe and wonder outdoors and 

use nature to your advantage 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A great book for ideas about number              

outdoors. Juliet’s blog is also great 

(creativestarlearning.co.uk) 

 

http://creativestarlearning.co.uk/early-years-outdoors/daisy-footprints/
https://www.google.co.uk/search?q=early+years+activities&rlz=1C5CHFA_enGB699GB700&espv=2&biw=1121&bih=537&source=lnms&tbm=isch&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwiL-9S-uZfRAhXLJsAKHZAfAlwQ_AUIBigB&dpr=1.1#tbm=isch&q=shadow+early+years+play&imgrc=FM81rCPvMQcyiM:


 

Create opportunities for 

children to explore and 

discover 
 

 

Observe- children will show 

You what they can do 

 

 

  

  Children can explore 

                                                                                at their own level 
 

 

                                                                       Practitioners can 

                                                                               differentiate through 

                                                                               questioning and 

               modelling 
 

 

                             I wonder… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stations can be made 

from upcycled, 

salvageable materials 
 

 

 

https://i.pinimg.com/originals/9e/8c/21/9e8c212d5bb3a73ac47eb1712427387a.jpg
https://i.pinimg.com/originals/07/d6/59/07d659c17438b8b89d3e547132035b85.jpg


The language of number  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       Have points of interest 

           for discussion- comparing, wondering           
 

 

                                                                                                    

        Model using mathematical 

 language through play           
           

 full more between 

 less first 

 last before 

 after longer 

 tallest smaller 

 higher behind 

 next to empty 

 today  

  tomorrow 

 

Mathematical concepts are best 

introduced through stories and 

songs 

 

 

http://mr-shrek.blogspot.co.uk/2013/05/racing-to-understand-place-value-in-eyfs.html?spref=tw&m=1


Numbers in everyday life 

 

Children need to see number 

used in context and to 

understand its purpose 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  Links to skills 

                                                                                         for life and                                

Being able to use number work 

creates independence and 

often motivates children to 

engage 

                                       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://munchkinsandmoms.com/preschool-build-and-measure-center/
http://fhcfs2blogspot.blogspot.co.uk/


Children need time to learn 

and master skills 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We can provide the resources 

and opportunities for applying 

skills throughout the indoor 

and outdoor environments 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Numeracy shouldn’t be separate 

 

Children consolidate their learning 

and skills by making meaning from 

a range of experiences in a range 

of contexts  

http://www.communityplaythings.co.uk/learning-library/blog/2014/october/block-play-reflection
http://stimulatinglearning.co.uk/2016/05/trellis/


 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Exploration alone is sometimes not enough 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                              

                                              Children will never learn some vocabulary 

                                              and skills if they aren’t introduced by 

      adults 

 

                                         Balance child-initiated and adult-initiated 

 

 

 

 

 

http://theimaginationtree.com/2016/11/birthday-cake-play-dough-counting.html

